I.
Georg Büchner's pathbreaking novella Lenz is often read as a turning point in German letters and European culture more generally. It functions as a key document in a dominant narrative of secularization that dates the turning point between widespread belief and widespread disbelief around the middle of the nineteenth century 1 -this despite the fact that, as Büchner's letters show, the author wrestled with questions of faith, God, and spirituality throughout his short life.
2 In this regard, the extremely sympathetic title figure, frequently identified in the secondary literature with the author himself -is chiefly remembered for his teleological trajectory toward nihilism. 
